2016 Environmental Affairs Committee Work Plan
Committee Mission Statement
The ACI-NA Environmental Affairs Committee is responsible for the development and implementation of
ACI-NA environmental policy positions on issues such as noise, air quality, water quality, waste
management, wildlife management, sustainability, and environmental review processes. Committee
members work with federal legislators and regulators, aviation industry groups, and international policy
makers to develop statutory and regulatory proposals governing the environment at and around airports and
the tenants who operate there. The Committee also helps guide federal aviation environmental research
programs at FAA and through the Airport Cooperative Research Program and FAA’s Environmental Center
of Excellence ASCENT.
The Committee provides information and guidance for airport operators in the development of all aspects of
environmental management programs. The Committee is represented at the National Academy of Sciences
Transportation Research Board, the International Civil Aviation Organization, the FAA’s Research,
Engineering and Development Advisory Committee, and other industry and government sponsored
organizations with a focus on aviation environmental issues.
2016 Committee Leadership
Full Committee Chair:
U.S. Caucus Chair:
U.S. Caucus Vice Chair:
Canadian Caucus Chair:
Canadian Caucus Vice Chair:
Immediate Past Chair:
Board Liaison:
Committee Secretary:
ACI-NA Canadian Division Staff:

Bryan Wagoner (Detroit)
Kevin Gurchak (Pittsburgh)
Ellen Lindblad (Ft. Meyers)
Rob Hough (Edmonton)
Tara Hull (Winnipeg)
Lyne Michaud
Rob Wigington (Nashville)
Katherine Preston (ACI-NA)
Wayne Harvey (ACI-NA)

Working Groups
Air Quality
Chair:
Kris Russell (Dallas Ft.-Worth)
Co-Chair: Mike Kenney (KB Environmental)

Land Use Compatibility
Chair: Ellen Lindblad (Ft. Meyers)
Co-Chair: Brad Rolf (Mead & Hunt)

Natural Resources
Chair:
Kevin Gurchak (Pittsburgh)
Co-Chair: Sarah Brammell (ERS Environmental)

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
Chair:
Brenda Enos (Massport)
Co-Chair: Bill Willkie (Reynolds, Smith and Hill)

Noise
Chair:
Co-Chair:

Sustainability
Chair: Paul Manasjan (San Diego)
Co-Chair: Nate Kimball (PANYNJ)

Scott Tatro (Los Angeles)
Mary Ellen Eagan (HMMH)

Waste Management
Chair:
Robert Freeman (Los Angeles)
Co-Chair: Amy Malick (Haley & Aldrich)

Water Quality
Chair: Chad Leqve (Minneapolis)
Co-Chair: Dean Mericas (Mead & Hunt)

GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL
1. Support ACI-NA members in adopting and implementing the revised Environmental Goals and
associated practices, including: sharing information; developing educational and reference
materials; developing conference sessions; and disseminating results of Benchmarking Survey.
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2. Hold monthly Steering Group calls which are open to all committee members.
3. Update and launch the Environmental Benchmarking survey to reflect the revised Environmental
Goals while still tracking many of the same elements from the three prior surveys. The survey will
track implementation of the revised goals, best practices, and will be streamlined to encourage
increased participation.
4. Complete the 2016 Environmental Achievement Awards to recognize outstanding performance by
member airports in the areas of environmental management, remediation, outreach and community
involvement and special projects. Award winners will be selected and announced in early 2016,
with presentations during the spring conference.
5. Participate and monitor in the upcoming CAEP meeting in Montreal in early February, including
noise, operations, CO2 emissions, and forecasting and economics activities. CAEP is assisting the
ICAO council with development of a global market-based measure for CO2 emissions, which ACI
members are tracking.
6. Plan, market, hold, and evaluate Environmental Affairs Conference, “Airports@Work”, to be held
April 18-21, 2016 in Austin, TX.
7. Plan, market, hold, and evaluate Environmental Affairs Seminar and develop concurrent sessions
to be held during the ACI-NA / ACI World Conference & Exhibition in Montreal, Quebec.
8. Plan, market, hold and evaluate the first inaugural joint ACI-NA/ AAAE Aviation Noise Conference
from October 16-18, 2016 in San Diego, CA.
AIR QUALITY
1. Assess the updated FAA Air Aviation Emissions and Air Quality Handbook Version 3, develop
recommendations on how it can be improved, and work with the FAA to implement these changes.
2. Enhance opportunities for Air Quality Working Group information sharing, by holding bi-monthly
hour-long telecoms, and publish a bi-annual newsletter topical to the working group.
3. Track other U.S. and Canadian air quality regulatory activities, communicate changes to members
and develop ACI-NA response as appropriate.
LAND USE COMPATIBILITY
1. Update the land use survey of states and provinces for preparation of airport land use compatibility
plans and policies. The reference document is intended to provide resources to airport staff for the
protection of airports from incompatible land uses that impair current and future airport/aircraft
operations and safety and constrain airport development.
2. Educate members (via quarterly calls, webinars, conference sessions) on how compatible land use
policies and guidance can benefit the community and potential developers, as well as the airport;
and how the airport can monitor the local government’s efforts to follow through on the
implementation of the compatible land use policy/regulation. Provide updates to the Environmental
Affairs Committee.
3. Collaborate with the Noise and NextGen Working Groups to develop resources for member airports
on the land use compatibility implications of NextGen implementation.
4. Coordination and preparation of ACI-NA’s response to FAA Airport Land Use Compatibility Advisory
Circular 150/5190-4A draft, expected in 2016.
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NATURAL RESOURCES
1. Provide the committee updates to regulatory information related to FAA requirements for Wildlife
Hazard Assessments, Management Plans, and training. When applicable, work with the committee
to collect and consolidate comments on draft documents or draft regulatory changes.
2. Work with the committee to provide examples of mitigation efforts that were successful at airports
(via conference calls, webinar, conference session and/or memo). Mitigation could be related to
wetlands, protected species, habitats or other natural resources. The intent is to provide a panel
presentation of “best practices” and “lessons learned.”
NATIO NAL ENVIROMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA)
1. Advise the Committee and ACI-NA members in general of changes in the regulatory environment,
obtain input, and pursue improved guidance through comments and feedback to the FAA. The
Working Group provides feedback on the recently published NEPA Order 1050.1F and Desk
Reference, and the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 5.00, CATEX Determinations. The
working group will continue to provide input and feedback on the forthcoming draft of the Office of
Airports NEPA Order 5050.4C and its associated Desk Reference. This includes planning and
holding a workshop on 5050.4C.
2. Continue to promote better integration of planning and NEPA reviews, through the working group
quarterly calls, conference sessions and coordination with the Operations and Technical Affairs
Committee.
3.

Continue to collaborate with the Operations & Technical Affairs and Legal Committees on issues
related to non-aeronautical development and NEPA requirements for Airport Layout Plan changes
around which there are differing interpretations.

4.

Collaborate with Noise Working Group and other working groups as appropriate to track and
provide feedback on FAA’s efforts to update their community engagement manual/ guidance
documents.

NOISE
1. Report on current status of major noise initiatives and research (including FAA, ASCENT and
ACRP research projects) for the benefit of ACI-NA members, and advocate for airport interests
regarding future noise research projects with FAA. Work with FAA to identify and understand all
the potential policy implications of a new noise significance threshold that could result from noise
research projects.
2. Communicate noise regulatory updates to members and develop proactive policy positions to
advance the interests of ACI-NA members, including holding quarterly calls, webinars and
developing conference sessions. Provide support to the ACI-NA Government Affairs department
on legislative issues (e.g. FAA Reauthorization) regarding noise.
3. Report on developments in noise modeling and assessment, including developing an educational
webinar on the new FAA Aviation Environmental Design Tool version 2B (AEDT 2B) jointly with the
Air Quality WG.
4. Track and report on noise related issues associated with NextGen development, and participate in
appropriate federal advisory committees and discussion groups, for example the NextGen Advisory
Committee PBN Blueprint group. Identify potential policy implications affecting airports and
advocate solutions acceptable to airports industry. Work with NextGen Working Group (joint WG
with Ops/Tech) to develop guidance materials for airports regarding NextGen implementation.
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5. Along with ACI-NA staff, plan, market, hold and evaluate the first inaugural joint ACI-NA/ AAAE
Aviation Noise Conference from October 16-18, 2016 in San Diego, CA.
SUSTAINABILITY
1. To understand, vet, communicate and in some instances influence new or recognized Rating
Systems to be of utility to airports to better assess, enhance and track industry performance,
including holding multiple webinars.
2. To foster information exchange about airport and industry sustainability initiatives. The Working
Group is fostering greater outreach through the quarterly Sustainability Newsletter, including
sustainability as a key presentation topic during Environmental Committee discussions, and other
initiatives. Likewise, the SWG provides a format related to FAA and Canadian initiatives and
requirements for sustainability goals and follows and analyzes relevant activities for their
effect/impact on airports.
3. Provide the Committee updates to information related to FAA and Canadian initiatives and
requirements for sustainability goals and procedures. Follow and analyze relevant regulatory
activities to better define sustainability for the industry and outline for their effect/impact on
airports. As appropriate, help respective agencies develop guidelines and provide peer review
support and involvement. Track, report on, and keep the Committee apprised of regulatory
developments.
4. To assist ACI-NA as it develops internal sustainable practices and an organization-wide
understanding of how member airports approach sustainability, and further aligns internal policies
and procedures with those of its members.
WASTE MANAGEMENT
1. Provide a forum for airports to share best management practices through ACI Work Group
Meetings and/or quarterly phone conferences, facilitate information on recycling, and support
development of waste management program. In 2016 this can be accomplished by facilitating any
discussions with FAA on their Recycling Guidance Document with interested parties; (2) Supporting
and/or moderating panels at any upcoming ACI-NA Environmental Affairs conferences addressing
challenges of managing waste; (3) Partnering with regulators and presenting an educational
webinar in Late Spring/-Early Summer of 2016 on how to prepare an airport waste recycling plan
that meets the requirements of the Advisory Circular (AC) on the topic; and (4) Updating ACI-NA
Environmental Goals to include a commitment of all major and medium-size hub ACI-NA member
airports to set a goal of implementing recycling plans that could possibly follow the FAA Guidance
on recycling.
2. Partner with A4A on a formal deplaned waste management strategy with the goal of airlines
improving their waste minimization/recycling performance, and develop an educational session on
this topic for an Environmental Affairs Conference; (2) Partner with ACRP and A4A and identify
opportunities to present an educational webinar on ACRP Guidance for Managing Deplaned
Wastes (Synthesis Report 100).
WATER QUALITY
1. Provide continuing support to ACI-NA’s role as a member of the Program Partners and the Steering
Group that directs implementation of the Voluntary Pollution Reduction Program (VPRP). Support
development of program technical analyses and milestone documents. Facilitate VPRP success by
developing relevant content for ACI-NA environmental committee conferences.
2. Stay abreast of U.S. and Canadian regulatory developments regarding water quality (such as the
Multi-Sector General Permit or PFOS issues) and analyze potential impacts to airports. Provide
comments/input to regulatory agencies as necessary. Communicate concise summaries of
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relevant issues and their implications to the ACI-NA membership through quarterly calls and
webinars as appropriate. Request feedback from airports regarding their local issues and concerns
identified by these pending rule changes. Elevate priority issues to WQ Action Item status as
appropriate in the future. Facilitate guidance and information sharing relative to compliance
strategies.
3. Track issues related to drinking water at airports, including liaising with A4A and/or IATA, to share
best practices and develop educational materials for members.
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