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Lee County Port Authority (LCPA) Airports 



Page Field FMY 

1944 Today 

üAirport services started in late 1920ôs 

üUsed to train fighter pilots during WWII 

üLate 1970s became too constrained 

üMoved commercial service to new site 

üPage Field became a general aviation  

 reliever airport 



Southwest Florida International Airport 
(RSW) 

1998 IF YOU BUILD IT  

       THEY WILL COME!! 

üOpened in 1983 

ü6,300 acres 

üRemote area of Lee County 



Florida Zoning Criteria 

Florida Statutes Chapter 333 

Airport Zoning 
 

ü Requires every political subdivision having an airport hazard 

area within itôs territorial limits to adopt, administer, and enforce, 

under the police power and in the manner and upon the 

conditions prescribed in Florida Statutes 333, airport protection 

zoning regulations for the airport hazard area. 

 

ü If no local jurisdiction to assist airport the Florida Department of 

Transportation (FDOT) will permit the project and will also assist 

those political subdivision if needed. 

 

ü State just revised Chapter 333 ï goes into effect July 1, 2016: 

Á Update definitions 

Á More coordination with FAA standards 



Local Zoning 
 

Lee County Land Development Code 

 Special Purpose District  

Airport Compatibility District 

previously Airport Hazard District 

 



Components of the  

Airport Compatibility District 
Airport Protection Zones:  
ü Clear Zone/Runway Protection Zone 

ü Residential Protection Zone 

ü School Protection Zone (removed) 

 

Airspace: 
ü Airspace Notification Map 

ü Tall Structures Permitting Process 

 

Noise: 
ü Noise Notification Zones 

 

Other Land Use Restrictions: 
ü Lights/illumination 

ü smoke, dust etc.,  

ü Electronic interference 

ü  wildlife attractants 

 



LCPA Tall Structure Permit 

üIt is mandated by Section 34-1010 

of the Land Development Code 

üPermits apply to all permanent and 

temporary equipment within Lee 

County 

üPermits must be issued before 

construction begins  

üStrong coordination between airport 

and developer is important 

 



Tall Structures Permitting Process 

ü Applicant is informed by Lee County or City of Fort Myers staff at 

time of permitting that a permit will be needed 
 

ü Applicant obtains a Tall Structure Permit application from the LCPA 

website, fills it out, and returns it to the Port Authority 
 

ü Depending on the project, the applicant may be issued a permit at 

that time or may be required to procure a ñdetermination of no 

hazardò from the FAA through the 7460-1 process. 
 

ü The Port Authority reviews the application and FAA letter of 

determination and either approves with conditions or denies the 

permit 
 

ü If a permit is denied, the applicant may undergo a variance process 
 



Examples of Permit Conditions 

ü Marking and lighting 

ü May be restricted to daytime 

operations only 

ü Lower crane when not in use 

ü Lower crane during low 

visibility 

ü Contact the FAA, ATC, 

Operations, Page Field, etc. 

ü Maintain two-way 

communications with ATC 

ü Abide by conditions of the 

FAA determination letter 

ü Any other special conditions 

included in the permit 

 

 

 



Obstruction Notification Guidelines 

 

 

 

 

 

125:1 imaginary surface extending upward and outward from 

each edge of each runway of each airport (100:1 for the FAA) 

 



Airspace Notification Map 



Airspace Flowchart 



LCPA Tall Structure Permit Program Website 

http://www.flylcpa.com/tallstructure/ 

 

http://www.flylcpa.com/tallstructure/


LCPA Website 

Airspace Application Info 



How to Determine if You Need a Permit 

 
ü See the following example 

ÁIF: A proposed building is planned to be constructed 3,500 (linear 
distance) feet southwest of RSWôs Runway 06 and its tallest point will 
exist 45 feet above ground level (AGL). The runway elevation is 27 feet 
above mean sea level (AMSL) and the site elevation of the building is 16 
feet AMSL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÁTHEN: A permit IS required since the object will penetrate the 125:1 
notification surface by approximately 6 feet.   

 

 

 

 



 

 



Tall Structure Permitting Workshop 

To inform developers, engineers, crane operators, and construction contractors 

on the permit process. 

Why itôs needed: 

ü To ensure the safety of the flying public and people inside those structures by 

avoiding a hazard to air navigation 

ü It could cost time and money if the project has to be held up 

ü May restrict the usability of the airport 

Áamending flight procedures 

Á implementing declared distances  

Ádisplacing a runway threshold 

 



Who we invited 

ü Developers 

ü Construction contractors 

ü Engineering firms 

ü Local planning jurisdictions 

ÅLee County, Fort Myers, Estero, 

Bonita Springs, Cape Coral & Others 



What we addressed 

 

ü Local/State & Federal regulatory 

requirements 

ü How to determine if you need a permit 

ü Permitting application process 

ÁLocal Tall Structure permit  

ÁFAA obstruction analysis application 

process (7460-1 Form) 

ü Additional airport compatibility regulations   

in the Land Development Code (LDC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Results 
üWe held the workshop at the airport early morning 

ü Attendees seemed engaged and were very appreciative of the 

information 

ü Some stayed after the workshop to ask more questions 

ü Some asked if the Port Authority would consider presenting at venues 

such as trade symposiums and seminars 

ü Overall, it was a very positive and productive experience 

 

 



Airspace Protection 

the 

Not so Sleeping Giant 


